
  

 

 

 

The length of the day (the time when the Sun shines on a particular 

part of the world) changes during the year, unless you are on the 

equator. Everywhere else, daytime is longest in the summer and 

shortest in the winter. In winter, the Sun still appears to rise in the 

east and set in the west, but it does not climb so high in the sky as it 

does in the summer. 

 

The Earth's axis is the imaginary line through the centre of the Earth 

between the South and North poles about which the Earth rotates. 

This axis is tilted slightly compared with the way the Earth orbits the 

Sun. 

 

We get different seasons (winter, spring, summer and autumn) because 

the Earth’s axis is tilted. This is how it works: 

 it is summer in the UK when the Northern Hemisphere is tilted 

towards the Sun 

 it is winter in the UK when the northern hemisphere is tilted away 

from the Sun 

 

The Moon is Earth’s only natural satellite (a celestial body that orbits 

a planet). It takes the moon 29.5 days to go through its eight 

different ‘phases’ – a lunar month. 

 

The solar system consists of the Sun, with planets and smaller objects 

such as asteroids and comets in orbit around it. 

 

The planets 

There are eight planets in the solar system. Starting with Mercury, 

which is the closest to the Sun, the planets are: 

 Mercury 

 Venus 

 Earth 

 Mars 

 Jupiter 

 Saturn 

 Uranus 

 Neptune 

This sentence is a way to remember the correct order: 

My Very Easy Method Just Speeds Up Naming 
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